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November 5, 2001

For Immediate Release:
GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION ON HATE CRIMES TO HOLD DISCUSSION AT EIU CAMPUS
CHARLESTON - Chosen as one of several host sites statewide, Eastern Illinois
University invites all interested persons to attend a roundtable discussion, "How A Community
Responds to Hate," set to take place Thursday, Nov. 8.
Gov. George H. Ryan's Commission on Discrimination and Hate Crimes will be on the
EIU campus from 7 to 9 p.m. to hear comments and discussion from regional leaders and
residents concerning successful strategies and results in the fight against hate and hate crimes
in their various communities.
The event will take place in the Charleston/Mattoon Room of the University Union.
Admission is free and open to the public.
Since their appointment in 1999, commission members have coordinated and facilitated
"a balanced and collaborative push forward toward a more truly diverse and tolerant Illinois."
"We believe the war against intolerance, hatred and discrimination must be fought battle
by battle, sometimes block by block," said Howard G. Kaplan, commission chair. "We will
continue our efforts and vow to secure for all Illinois residents the right to live and work in a
discrimination-free environment."
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HATE CRIME ROUNDTABLE

Their most recent efforts - the roundtable discussions - are intended to bring Illinois
residents from varying communities together to discuss the challenges they share.
Work thus far has included continuing interaction with law enforcement, the court
system, religious leaders, community organizations and social service agencies.
The commission's visit to Eastern is being coordinated with the university's Office of
Civil Rights and Diversity. For information, please phone (217) 581-5020.
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